
Södra Hagen as part of Törestorp in Daretorp parish  
By Hans Forsslund 

The families Modig, Blomberg in Sweden and USA have their  roots in this 
cottage because their progenitors were born there. 
 
My mother’s grandfather Carl Modig was born in Daretorp at the ”torp” Södra Hagen 
(Southern paddock or pasture) which is why I wanted to investigate where it was situated. 
At this place the progenitors of the family branches Blomberg in Sundsvall and Blomberg 
USA were also born. I am son of Gunvor Forsslund (Modig) b. 1916 d. 8/10 2010, 
daughter of Johannes Modig. 
 
The ”Torp Södra Hagen” is mentioned  in the oldest church records of Daretorp 1719 
until the latest online published in 1880. A “torp” in Swedish means a small farm 
belonging to a big farm, like tenant farming. The contract holder had to do a defined 
number of days of labor at the big farm  
 
Relatives who have lived there: 
1777-1813 Sven Erlandsson b. 1733 & Maria Andersdotter b. 1735 Lived there 1777 to 

1792 when Sven died. After that Maria stayed at the cottage with her 
daughter Stina who took over the cottage 1793 with her husband Johannes 
Andersson. In connection with Stina's husband's death 1803 Stina and 
children moved  to “Lilla Moen”.  Maria moved to a nearby location where 
she lived in an other family’s house until her death 1813. 

 
1837-1855 Lars Andersson Modig b. 1803 (grandson of Sven & Maria above) and his 

wife Maria Christina (Maja-Stina) Svensdotter . b1815 were farmers there 
until Lars’ death 1855. 1856 Maja-Stina and children moved to 
Romarehemmet. After a year they moved back to a small cottage, Mohagen, 
at Södra Hagen and 1860 we find her at a small cottage Moen.  

 
According to founder Alfred Blomberg's memoirs (son of Maja-Stina), “Södra Hagen” 
was an old crofter's1 living space where three-days per week would be performed upon 
Töretorp farm to which it belonged. This suggests that it was a larger cottage. Southern 
Hagen was, according him, situated beside the main road about a quarter of a Swedish 
mile north of Daretorps church. The road to Törestorp did not, as it does today, go 
directly to the north at the church, but it  went as a smaller road from Qvistegården which 
in turn was located at a side road north from the main road westwards towards 
Mobacken. A quarter of a Swedish mile, at that time just over 2 kilometers, seems to be a 
high estimate as the distance is only one kilometer going the old way. Alfred was only 7 
years when they had to move from Southern Hagen when his father died.  It is possible 
that he confused the location of the cottage to later settlements.  
 
According to the church books his mother lived with the children in various side-cottages 
houses near the farm Törestorp. 
On my visit to Daretorp in mid-September 2010, I asked about the cottage but people 
were not familiar with the name Södra Hagen.. In order to possibly move forward, I have 

                                                 
1 The croft is a small agricultural landholding a type which has been subject to special legislation. Crofter, 
one who rents and cultivates a croft; a tenant farmer. Essentially similar positions have been the medieval 
villein and the Swedish torpare and Norwegian husmenn. I am not sure of which term to use.  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Croft_(land) 



looked for information using the National Land Survey and their Old Maps. Round about 
1830 in Sweden there was a big reform to solve the problem that farms had their land 
divided into small lots due to inheritance reasons. When children inherit farmland the 
acres were divided into smaller and smaller parts over the generations, making farming 
difficult. There was a government law that stated that a surveying should take place if 
only one person in a village wanted it. We call that “The legal shift”. 
I have found two interesting legal shifts in 1836. I have read the survey base to 
Thörestorp and come up with where the Southern Hagen should have been. The map of 
Thörestorp is difficult to orient on, as the road is  missing in the area of interest. By 
making screenshots of the final shift maps over Thörestorp and Qvist farm lands and 
merge them into one image, it is possible to orient and compare with later maps. 
 
Below are my findings: 
In the legal shift for the farm Thörestorp 1836 (16-DAR-94) there is a crofter's called 
Sörhagen which most likely is what in the church books is called Södra Hagen. This 
crofter’s land is quite big which also points to that it is the right place. 
 

 
 
Merging together the two maps of the farms Thörestorp and Quistegården, Sörhagen is 
situated north of Snickartorp and has a border to the Quistergården’s soldjer crofter's. 
Immediately north east is another crofter called Nolhagen (North paddock .)  
The small arrows marks the border of “Södra Hagen” according the document below. 
 

This is not a road but the 
border between the two 
master farms 

Thörestorp 



Copy from the legal shift 1877 

  

 
The numbers  here are the same as the small numbers written on the map. Every piece of 
land was classified by the land Surveying Officer. The legal shift’s names Sörhagen and 
Nolhagen are. according to The Swedish Academy word book, dialectical words, “sör” 
for ”söder” (South) and  “Nol” for “Norr” (North). 

Sörhagen = 
 Södra Hagen 

Nolhagen =  
Norra Hagen 



 
Södra Hagen is marked on the ”Häradsekonomiska” map 1877. 
The white line denotes the border of 10 land areas (nr 66-75) registered by the 
”Lantmästaren” (Surveying officer ) The two white dots marks where two buildings 
where drawn in the area. 
 

 
Today’s real estate map. 
You can recognize the angle that earlier was the border to Qvistergården and its soldier 
croft. Here you also find the property name Norra Hagen which further strengthens the 
interpretation that Nolhagen  in the legal shift 1877 is Norra hagen and thus Sörhagen is 
Södra hagen. 
 



 
The white line on the Google Earth image marks the boundary of land belonging to the 
Southern Hagen. The larger white dot right on the spot is the barn and the smaller the 
cottage. On site is currently stones left after the foundation. 
The croft’s coordinates are 58 ° 8 '30.0 "N, 14 ° 2'20 .6 and the barn’s 58 ° 8' 30.87" 
N 14 ° 2 '09.18 
Road distance from Daretorp is about a kilometer and distance to Törestorp that Södra 
Hagen belonged to is about 800 meters. 
It may be mentioned that at Snickatorp (Carpenter's Cottage) there is a small cottage 
house that has been moved there. This house, in local tradition, has been Mockel-Maje-
Stina's cottage. Maja-Stina Svensdotter is called this name according to the book  “Vår 
socken Daretorp”. 
 

 
Maja- Stina’s house at Snickartorp 

Daretorp 
kyrka 

Qvistegården 

Snickartorp 



  
Seen from the main road that passes south of Södra Hagen. 
 
I visited Daretorp October 4, 2010, and was able to verify where the croft Södra Hagen 
was situated. There we found traces of the barn and the cottage. 

 
We were a bunch of the local community interested who went around looking for where 
Stina had lived. One of the participants remembered from his childhood that there was 
something they called Maja-Stina's path. We went to where it had existed. Today you 
could see traces of it. In the vicinity Stina also would have lived but we could not find the 
basement that can be seen in a picture in my mother's album. My contact Herbet Hjelm 
(left in the foreground) has engaged many of the village people to help me dig into the 
history of our ancestors. They have made a book on Daretorp which includes a story 
about Mockel-Maje-Stina’s boys. Stina Modig was called so in Daretorp and the boy in 
the story is her son Alfred Blomberg. 



 

 
Here we are at Södra Hagen and could study the land. We all agreed that this is the right 
place. Trees had taken over what earlier had been farming land, but you can still imagine 
how it looked at the time when our roots were living there. It must have been a nice 
place. 

. 
 
The stones here  in a row are the remains of the barn foundation. Direction and place is 
well aligned with the findings of the “Legal Shift” map. 



Mockel-Maje-Stina is buried in the old cemetery in Tidaholm. She moved to her daughter 
Gustava in Tidaholm about a year before she died. 

 
MARIA KRISTINA MODIG *26/8 1815 † 17/1 1897.  
Hans Forsslund at her grave in November 2010.  
 

 
The graveyard is at the church of Tidaholm. As no one was registered for the grave and 
there was a risk for removal of the stone I have signed a commitment to the Tidaholm 
church that I will be the one responsible for the grave. 
Today they have a new cemetery  at a distance from the church but were she lies is called 
the old cemetery (at the church) . The grave is in the last row to the east. If you go there 
you can easily find it. 



From the book ”Vår socken Daretorp Del I, Studieförbundet Vuxenskolan in 
collaboration with Daretorpsbyggdens intresseförening”. 
 

 
 



Evert in Huvudshem tells. 

 
Translation from here to this paragraph. 
Mockle-Majesty-Stine’s boy 
"Mockle-Majesty-Stina lived in a place at Kruttle called Mocklebo. When her husband 
died, she was alone with 7-8 children and had difficulty to supply food.  
The other children in the neighborhood teased one of her boys. The children  were 
carrying a milk pot and accidentally spilled some milk on the road. Then the teased boy  
lay down on all fours and licked up the milk. The other kids thought it looked funny so 
they continued to spill drops  of milk on purpose so that that boy would lay down and lick 
it up. 
As an adult, the boy trained to be a stone worker and he was involved in building up 
Sundsvall after the city was devastated by the Great Fire 1888. He became a somewhat 
wealthy man and set aside money in a fund for poor children in this district. The Fund is 
now used for the “old peoples days”, kind of celebrating days . Mockle-Maje-Stina,s boy 



is pictured in a photograph  in Daretorp parish home. It is a handsome man with a 
beard.” 
“Footnote: Mockle-Maje-Stina’s little cabin is called in the church records Mohagen and was a place in 
South Hagen that belonged to Törestorp. The cottage was dismantled and rebuilt again as a brewery on 
Snickartorp (Carpenter's cottage). Stina Svenssondotter and her husband Lars Anders Modig were tenant 
farmers in Southern Hagen. Her husband died in 1855 and Maja Stina and her seven children were then 
moved into the small back cottage Mohagen. Her Alfred, born in 1848, asked for migration certificate in 
1861 and went to work in Acklinga. The city of Sundsvall was devastated in a major city fire in 1888. 
When the city would be rebuilt it was decreed that the new houses would be built in stone and stone 
workers in the large numbers were recruited from large parts of the country.” 
End of translation 
 
 
My mother Gunvor Maria (Modig) Forsslund visited 1984 Daretorp with her aunt Naemi 
Modig b. 1895 (Sister of Johannes Modig) There they met Elvira Elzén b. 1897 Naemi’s 
cousin who lived in Tidaholm (daughter of  Gustava Elzen, Modig). She showed them 
where her grandmother, Maja-Stina Svensdotter Modig lived. If it was South Hagen or 
any of the later places where she lived,Gunne did not know. Some pictures were taken 
(probably by my father) that may help to identify where it was. 

 
On the road to Maja- Stina’s home. Gunne, Naemi and  Elvira 1984. 



  
The cellar was still there in 1984. Elvira and Naemi to the right (Gunne’s album) 
The cellar looked quite stable with a strong arch and it is possible still in place. 

 
To find out where it is, I arranged that an 
article was published in November 10,  2010 in 
the local newspaper. After a few days I got a 
mail with a picture and description on where to 
find the cellar. It is just across the border to the 
Parish Fågelås on the road going westwards 
from Daretorp at a place called Rapphemmet 
about 5-8 km from Daretorp.  I searched 
Google and found that a Karl August Modig, 
born 1862-10-19 had lived there. In the central 
soldiers’ register I found him and it turns out 
that he is not a relative to us. He was serving 
later at the same regiment as our Modig. The 
place is known by local people as Modig’s 
home. The man who sent me the picture could 
tell stories about this soldier Modig. Elivra 
must have mistaken the information given by 
someone else and assumed that it was Maja-
Stina’s place. 
 
In a soon coming paper I will show where Our 
solder Andreas (Anders) Svensson Modig 
b.1762 and Greta Jonsdotter b. 1764 lived. It 
was in a place called Ekebo in Daretorp 
(Ek=oak bo=nest or living place). 
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