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Foreword to the English translation

This translation is made from the book publishedbpdsvall’s museum in
1988. That book is a “photographic copy” of thetfibook published in 1945. |
don’t know exactly how the original book is madesdems that the book is based
on a transcription from a handwritten original wenit by Alfred Blomberg. The
text looks like it is close following the original old Swedish language and no
corrections of the language or punctuations seemave been made. The
language is also that of spoken old Swedish. Txiefoe today’s Swedish readers
is therefore often difficult to read and it is edasynisread. To be able to
understand, sentences often have to be rereadtimaes;. | have tried to translate
without rewriting the story and keep it as clos¢hi® Swedish version as
possible. I hope that this will give a more autiefeeling when reading Alfred
Blomberg’s memories. Without Neil Blomberg's praefiding and suggestions
on changes, this translation would not have bessiple.

Some background

In Sweden for a very long time there was a systémtenant farmers called
“Torpare”. These cottages were called “Torp”. Byrking stipulated days, they
paid for having their small farm that belonged mooavner of a big farm or estate.
The “Torpare” almost owned their “Torp” and it cdlde past on to next
generation, as long as they did their working da@és system did not end until
1943. If they could not work for the property owniiey had to leave the small
farm and often the only solution was to move tatreés or to a “backstuga”
which were small houses without land. These snmalsks were sometimes built
by the parish or community to be used by poor pedpivas in such houses
Alfred grew up after his father had died.

Daretorp where Alfred was borne is a small comnyuaiitd parish about two
miles south of Tidaholm. Today only 500 people livere. His family had lived
there in an area of 2 times 4 miles for at leaSty&fars. The cottage (Torp)
where he was borne has these coordinates 580880 14° 2'20.60"E

Sundsvall is a town along the coast in northert gadweden. Sundsvall's fire,
in 1888, was the largest fire in the history of 8em What caused the fire is not
clear but most evidence suggests that a sparkdrsteamer was the cause.
June 25, 1888 was extremely warm, dry and windy.a\single drop of rain for a
month. Strong winds combined with dry land anddings of wood had
devastating consequences. The city was in ruin®a0d people were homeless.

Interesting to note is that the whole city of Unbedined to the ground the same
day. The fire started apparently only about halhaar later. Extensive national
and international collections were made in favduhe two cities' homeless
population. The same day a small town Lilla Edenid east also burned. Many
houses in Sundsvall were well insured and this teadconstruction boom. The
city was rebuilt in stone and today it constitutes centre of Sundsvall.
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Foreword to the Sundsvall’'s Museum book 1988

The magnificent stone buildings in the centre aficdavall, like the first lot of
industries and power stations, were mainly builpbgple with roots in the old
poor, Sweden. Many of them remained poor while ratipeospered.

Fromthe foundation contractor Alfred Larsson Blombergsorded memories
we can deduce that he was among those who, thanksft, hard work and skill
"come up" in life. Situations of such people weoedin Sundsvall in the late
1800's and early 1900's, when a town of stone eladlt after the [European]
continental model and the pulp industries werebdistaed in the district.

Alfred Larsson Blomberg was born in 1848, son dag's work tenant in
Daretorp parish in Skaraborg County. He ended d&ys ¢h Sundsvall in 1925 as
the wealthy foundation contractor, owner of a couhbuse in Sidsj6 and a four-
story stone house in the city. The years betwed8 48d 1925 were to him full
of many hardships and adventures, all suffered avigheat confidence in God.

There are, in addition to journal materials, onfga written documents
preserved, describing how the construction workewdene duringhe turn of
the century in Sundsvall. The information of matkpurchases, labour forces’
wages, working hours, conditions for builders, ,ethich are found in
foundation contractor Alfred Larsson Blomberg's roeies, and in his
posthumous books of accounts, have great historadaé.

Sundsvall Museum thanks Alfred Larsson Blombengfsiging relatives for
giving permission to do a reprint tife version of his memoirs, entitled
Grandfather's book printed in 1945 for the famityen use. Special thanks to
Mrs. Karin Hjertman, Sundsvall, who arrangamhtacts between the family and
the museum.

The reprint has been attached with a number ofgginaphs which, unless
otherwise indicated, canfimm the Museum of Sundsvall archive.

Sundsvall's museum April 1988, Barbro Bjork / 1ineendent/



Foundation Contractor Alfred Larsson Blomberg PH#85 M. Kihlbaum



Alfred Larsson Blomberg, later foundation contradto Sundsvall, born
1848, son of a day's work tenant in Daretorp paiisiWastergotland. The
photo shows a day-croft house. A tradition in Darptsays that it is the
house his mother lived in. The house was movedtfrerariginal
location.

Photo: Hans Forsslund 2010

| Alfred Larsson Blomberg was born in 1848 on 5 dharDaretorp parish
Skaraborg county, in a day-croft called the Souatstygre (S6dra Hagen),
cottage thatvas situated next to the highway about a fourthdsstemil
north of Daretorps church

Our father, Lars Erlandsson Modig (Brave) was alsm in Daretorp
December 30, 1803 and died March 23, 1855 in Ségerhin Daretorp
where his dust rests. The cause of death is unknowre, but our father
was born in a farm named Erlandstorp, and his fatiname was
Erlandsson, who probably would have been a soididrhad been named
Modig (Brave). Our mother Maja-Stina was also biarDaretorp, 1815
August 26 and died 17 January 1897 in Tidaholm w/lher remains are
resting. The cause of death was probably old agent@ther Maja-Stina's
father was called Blomqvist, who had the title “Hikettblasare” (clarinet
blower) at the Kings Skaraborg regiment. He wasdactally shot with a
rifle at age 40. He was born in 1780

My parents Lars Modig and Maja-Stina, who was Mliomgvist, had a
Torp (small tenant farm) that would give three naays work a week to a
farm called Toretorp. The malouse at this cottage Sodra Hagen
(Southern Pasture) was a cottage with a roomepléice and a large oven.
On the side of the fireplace were two small windavith arches of lead,
and the roof was of birch bark covered with smat] above the sod on the



roof wereplanted somé&ind of flowers which we called roof onions (Tak
|okar).

The potatoes were stored in deep round pits ovetiewin the nearest sand
hill. In the mentioned croft Southern Pasture canepts had 11 children,
four died as little children due to a disease ihabbt known me. The
seven survivors were four boys and three girls.

Nr 1. Anders Johan born 1839 April 2 death in ArmeriJanuary 8, 1910
wife Betty, born Nilsson from Frykforsen in Warmthplus 11
children, cause of death was egg white dischargeinme and
gangrene of the feet.

Nr. 2. Sven August born 1840 October 10 Death ireAca around 1869.

Nr. 3. Anna-Lisa was born in 1843 June 8 widow udlband carpenter
Lindelof, residence in Tidaholm.

Nr. 4. Carl Modig named after our father was bord844 December 2
dead in Harnésand October 12, 1909, leaving bedivde and 12
children, the youngest 10 years, he dieHatoésands Hospital of
gastric ulcers, andt his death passed on a fortune about 70,000
kronor, he was the last years a merchant in theufaature in
Harndésand and he died in the faith of his God.

Nr. 5 Undersigned, Alfred born on 5 March 1848

Nr. 6. Matilda born 1849 December 6 is now widowlaiflor Nordquist,
they had four children together. Their residencéaNg

Nr. 7. Gustafva married to a merchant Ellzerioslaholm, she was born
in 1852 September 18

We were then seven living children and were growipgn the greatest
poverty. As | was only 7 years old and some daysndur father died, |
remember so well how the cottage looked both inart&outside, and
even when our father was buried, and how beaudffutch bells rang for
us at home. It was the last greeting sent by oar fiher to our mother
and her seven little helpleshkildren.

We children ar¢hree and four in each bunk, with rye straw liesskin
the bunkover the length, then when it was prepared a ragratgy was put
over straw. A cushion of straw was used for a piland then aagged
covering over us.

Some matches or kerosene did not exist, so it watet by the large fire,
and all got their light from it. When we needed sdight there were dry
wooden sticks to light.

Our poor mother always got to bed last in evenmng was for her to



scrape the ashes over the fire embers until mormhgn she had to find
any glow in the fireplace. Small wooden sticks tlate dipped in molten
sulphur. Then such a stick wast in the glowing embers there was fire.

Or maybe it was to use what we called “Fnoske’ém@ur dear Mother
had no maids to command thvabuld be up and cook coffee serveon
the bed. She had to do everything herself.

It was probably the last Christmas tbat father lived, as | remember it,
when all the children would be washed on ChristExesin warm water in
a tub of wood. One by one, each got on knees bésdeowl, was
washed both their heads and their face, got cleats and better food at
the table. Now there was joy in the high ceilifigpor cottage among
children. We had never heard of Christmas Trees.

How long our father was sick, is unknown to meloInot think any
doctor was requested, partly because my parents pear, and it was
twenty kilometres to the nearest town Hjo.

Before he died, father gathered all the childresh @mwr mother around him
and told them that b@race and Mercy he had received forgiveness from
God through Jesus our Saviour. He held a speaigiocearyspeech to all
the children to surrender into Goditands, so it would go them well in this
life and especially in the life hereafter.

Father's heart ached when he thought about leaamgany little helpless
children. |1 do not remember this but my brotherajotvho was oldest
talked many times about it and fesen written to me about it.

When our dear father was dead brgther Johan who was the oldest
child had to do” the day work” for the cottage thidays a week, but it did
not work for along time.

The oldest four children had to come out in lifetbair own to earn their
bread each in their own way.

And at the same time our mother left S6dra Hageshably about 1856 or
1857. Our mother themoved with her remaining three children to a place
called Rommarehemmet about 5 kilometres from thir&Blagen.
Rommarehemmet was about 2,5 kilometres from theesesillage road.
The only people that lived around it were a poasaat without children.

| think his name was Lars.

I mentioned that our home was a large room, tdetef the hall a small
room with a fireplace without a damper. There waildaorow have our
residence. Now that our poor mother had straw erb#ds have got out
two pots a larger, one small frying pan all witetfender. Some barrel of
wood and a few plates of wood. Knives used wereirtgiknives to cut
with. Any china plate or a glass was not foundun lsome that | can
remember



Something about the food in childhood: There wasaddt porridge and
sometimes it was mixed with rye and pea-meal tagetMother could not
afford rye bread. Potatoes were the main food. Whey were cooked the
pan was set on the table. Our wooden plates, sa@ivater on the table-
We peeled with our nails the potatoes on woodetepland then dipped
them in salt water. Or if there was any pork layds cut off a piece and
melted it, poured the water on and salt, and thiered in flour that was at
hand. That is what we called for “doppa” dippin@eTrying pan, when it
was prepared, was placed on the table and evedippedtheir potatoes
in it.

A kind of gruel was used quite often and we caitedater gruel. It was
boiled with a few bones or a little pork lard wag m it or maybe only
water, and thewas stirred with flour when it was finished. It weerved

in a container and if there was milk it was pourdgd gruel so it got

messy. Then we all ateith wooden spoons from the same container. We
did not know what coffee was.

We were now in Rommarehemmet and | remember itswasmer when
we moved there. We did not go on the railroad oingm cab, but mother
with her three children walked followirthe loaded wagon. However,
when our Mother Maja-Stina had put everything idestrfor her and their
children, it was for her to work at a small est#téremember correctly, it
was called Bruntahemmet. She had to go early imihining and come
home late at night. During the time we were atRleenmarehemmet we
could not see or speak to our mother during thebdynlyin the
evenings because in the morning when she wentitdren were
sleeping. Probably she got food at the manor.

There was much snow that winter that we got coraplesnowed in for
three days and had no food, so our poor mother auitetb get us some
potatoes. On the way home in the dark, she fellveanllying in a
snowdrift soit was close to the end for her, but luckily shes\aaleto
come home again to her children, but the potatare somehow left in
the snowdrifts. During these three days we had littlly peas which she
fried for us in the frying pan. We ate them drye™aay my mother did it |
do not remember. A fence outside the door was fwddewood to melt
snow for water.

We three children Alfred, Matilda and Gustafva &g sat in bed those
days but we were not idle because we read the Nstament during that
period.

When winter had come to end our mother moved battkiver three

children close bysédra Hagen (South meadow) to a cottage called the
Mocklestugan. An old man had owned the house béfatrevas now dead,
he was called Mocklegubben. The cabin was abot 1@ feet square

with two windows thatvere about one and a half feet square. The window
frames were of lead, also the roof covered withaudl planted with roof-



onion. That cottage was better for us closer tadaeland with very nice
people around us. They were generally very podrstiligenerous. Our
nearest neighbour was a tenant who they calleditisen. | went to see
him almost daily ane@vhenl came to him he always said, “Do you come
now Allenfred?”

We had many potions of meals given to us from thEmey used a lot of
sauerkraut which the old woman cooked. It was & fieod for us. The
sauerkraut was chopped into small pieces and gresselarge barrel.
There was also a peasant named Pettersson fromm @ddled Palstorp
who had two daughters. They were particularly kimtaja-Stina's
children, and they often came to us with food, ryamilk and bread. The
daughters’ names, if | remember correctly, wereis@and Anna. In
passing | may mention how strange the way thingpéa. It was a
peasant woman that sent her daughter, or was mé#@, to other peasant
people who should have a so-called harvest paitty,milk, etc. When the
daughter or the maid came home the housewife agkatithe neighbour
woman said. She was told: Maja-Stina was gone lamdhildren were
alone at home and they had no food, they becarhamay. Yes, but the
wife said you were supposed to go “there and therdi the milk and
food. Presumably, Maja-Stina’s children were inagest need of food.
Who led the daughter or maid to us? Because we vesyepoor our
mother had to be away to earn her bread for heaselfuschildren. As it
was far from home she could not come home moredhary Saturday
night. It could also happen she did not come 8uihday morning.
However, when she came the children’s joy was énhilgh ceiling and of
course our dear mother was glad to come and we ever@ more happier
that she came home to us.

Then mother spreads out for us all the food sheclaaged during the
week. It became a party for the children becauséhald some food
instead of money where she worked. When the jai@party was over it
was for our poor mother to examine our heads amitie$. First she had to
use a brass comb and it was not easy. Because hreads there was due
to mismanagement large ulcers with white inseai) bmall and large.
Then in the clothes there were both white and bl&abken she had to clean
and prepare, for usually our brothers and sistéws were near home came
home on Sunday. The home was poor but it wasdgtdll to them to get
home to meet with both mother and siblings.

In the summer | started school and my youngesrsisay have started at
the same time but | do not remember. Schoolmasteseacalled him was
namedJohan Sandin. At the school we poor kids were sedugner that
was given by the parish, and it was half a cakeg®bread, half a herring
and a few potatoes in a round wooden cup.

Before | write further | remember my parents' appeee and
temperament. My father was, if | remember correctiyte tall and
blonde. | do not think he had a beard. My mothes sraall and chubby



with dark black hair. They had good spirits andevgenerous, always
happy and content with their lot. If she had moréhe chest than that was
spent for the day, she said that she always hatush grace of God, so
she did not know where she would make of it. Shegs$ said that God
was especially good to her, especially having givensuch good

children. She would always say there is no one dssuch good
children as Maja-Stina. She was pleased with ttle things. Our dear
parents died in gratitude to God and our Savioufdiving their sins.

And my earnest desire is that our dearly belovedmia and we children
that are left to say on the great reckoning: See ham, and we are here
with the children that you gave us, God of mercy.

The school reading was mainly wheg would learn. We learned the small
and large catechism by heart, and also a partotithi history. Because

we would learn to write we had a long bench witloden slats on the
sides that had fine sand in it. We had wooden stickvrite words and
numbers. Then when we became more educated wedlatt do write

and count on. | cannot remember if | became sugh $cholar to be
allowed to write on paper. | do not remember ifdsnat school for three or
four years.

Now it was my turn to go away to earn my breaddllsnow to a
coppersmith named Bergstrém at a place called &plasd become herd-
boy. They had two cows and a bull. It was aboutakRometres to walk
before arrivingatthe place where | should water my heard. It waggdw
necessary to keep an eye onalkébecause he took the fences damrhis
horns went whenever he wanted. Now it was for nfeltow these
animals on weekdays as well as on Sunday in thelsvbom morning
until night. The food was some salty bacon bits att of hard bread in a
leather bag on my back. On my chest | had a big from a goat to blow.
On my arm | had a straw braid and rye straw stématsItbraided with. The
Copper smith had two daughters, Louisa, and Mdmm, sewed straw hats
to besold. Every night when | got home they checked hwamy yards the
boy had braided for the day.

All summer, even if it was cold or hot, | had tolkvbarefooted. It was not
at all unusual when it was hot to be scared ofamtkeseveral snakes that
lay and hissed here and there.

There were not many days that passed without nrg falling and
longing for something better. Soon, there was maénthe poor mother
also had to be away to work for others, and thexg mo one there to feel
compassion for the fatherless shepherd boy. | lgthe&s from the
coppersmith that was always made frarittle cotton fabric, so it was to
both freeze and starve.

In the fall of the second summer, | leave the leablag and bock horn and
straw braids with the coppersmith’s daughters. Mowbrother Carl
returned from railway building, station named Vtetp, we now go
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together where he had been before. Now | carry foddcomotive drivers
and fireman who were on a train carrying gravele ®nona per day and |
gotthe food that they left which was much differemnfr being a boy
herding.

Brother Johan was also at Wretstorp and workechaduntain. Now it
was to save in order take a lot of money coins wé#lack home. At
Christmas time all three Maja-Stina's boys goestttgy home, each with
their old sack on their back containing our ralyew when we were
returned home it was to try to get clothes with sawved money.

Mother and | went together to the store and bobgbhwn “malskin” for a
full suit. So fine | had never been as | now beeavhen | got it
completed. (Malskin from English mole a kind oftoot fabric that was
used for working clothes)

Then | got workas a farmhand near our home at a farmer named Johan
Pettersson in Munt-Asen. | was there for three sie@uring the first year
| went and read for the priest, who was a pastdrveass named Hjarpe.
The first year | was at Pettersson | got food dothing. When we were to
“stand in the aisle and read for the priest indherch”, as we called it, it
was also my master's duty to make his farm handibeybecause the
master was a rich and respected man and also aroinalderman who
wanted not be worse than others. The malskins esotfere now both
small and old, so | could not wear therhen the whole Daretorp parish
was in the church to hear children read. The faima€era cottager who
was an artisan in many things; he was a tailorpsybwatchmaker,
jeweler, carpenter and blacksmith, etc. The teshatild first make boots
with long or high shank but with of course smaétfeo it was painful to
get them on your feet.

Then there was the makeover of an old blue homespaifromhis
master redesigned having small tails and buttortb@iback. The pants
were black, and if they were new or old | do noheenber, but what |
remember is that the pants were wide as bags atberdgs and also
were short half-breeches. The cap | had received fnother.

Now | was nice looking again with the blue homespaat and the black
trousers that stopped in the middle of the legheéaop of the big boot
tops.

The second year | was in Muntaser | received aysalriksdaler, two
pairs of boots, two pounds of wool, twelve “alntapestry
“blaggarnsvav” shirts. (Alnar One aln=two feet)

The third year | got 25 riksdaler, two pairs of tyawo pounds of wool,
twelve cubits tapestry. It was called "smapersédlar

In the mentionedPettersson’s in Muntaser all eat and lie in onérend
the master and wife in their bed. The maid on theh, land the only son
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in a couch down at the door. All eat at the sarbketa the same dish with
wooden spoons. It was a good place to eat and whensife was very
kind. The master divided normally “sovlet” core tbfor us. He was not
stingy with the food.

In the winter the Petterson wifetherwise known as dear mother, and the
maid are sitting at the spinning wheel until 10azk at night and

spinning both wool and flax, also tow, that woutrbade into shirts and
linen. The farmhand handles the fimerning in the fireplace. Any lamps or
kerosene were not yet known. The farmhand alss spitks and makes
brooms so they would be available for the upconsimgpmer. On Sundays,
all were in the church except dear mother or maidt&va.

Master Johan Petterson was always kind and frietodhye, but he was
very stingy about money so we could not agree @aryséor the fourth
year. He would give 200 daler (32 kronor 37 6rej bwanted 40
riksdaler.

However now it was October 24, 1865 or 1866 whevas for me to take
leave of my mother, master, wife, their son, thédn@ustafva, plus
master's parents. Member of Parliament and his plife maid, who lived
in a farm next door. | cry and we all cry excem thaster and former
Member of Parliament Petterson.

It was my first time to move out into the world oty own. A farmer
drives me the long way three miles ( Eng. 6,2 miles-alkoping. Then by
rail to Alingsas. | had 8 riksdalers in my pockeft bf my salary when |
left Muntdsen and had paid the drive-farmer arkktidn Alingséas |
bought the first trousers that have been on my. lgw there is a drive-
farmer who meets me in Alingsas for further transithe long road three
and half “mil” to a parish called Bollebygd and ttaem named Erikstorp

| had taken gob to serve at a son of a forester named Nyman wiso wa
from Daretorp, and was now the owner of the farmkdtorp. Little

Nyman was a gentleman and his wife was the ladjiespwere too fine to
participate in any work. His wife was the rulerdamas not nice. Now it
was another timér me and now | had moved from bad to worse. When
needed food | had to go into the large kitcherittalene, and in addition
to that much of the food was poor. A young baddwaioked the food.
Now | did not have my last nice master and (mislr@sfe and not their
good dining room table. | could not visit mothemay siblings on
Sundays. Little Nyman had two tired old horses lwduld take care of
them and drive with them. It was usually to drivedtingsas once a week
with boards and with planks to sell at the marBetcause it was very poor
at Mr. and Mrs Nyman's it was also bad in all wivat at Erikstorp. The
horses were old and lean, broken, and crooked vgagjois old tools. As it
was 3 1/2 mil to Alingsas | had to load in timetlat | could plod away at
two o'clock in the afternoon and then come to fingt11/2 mil from
Erikstorp, the name was Tulsjoholm. Normally | wasre at aboutight
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o'clock then it | had to give the horses food amdevand let them rest for
one hour.

At 9 o'clock, it was to plod away again to the niext It was called
Kullabo and | get there at two o'clock at night.viNib was to bring the
horses into a shed and give them food. Then itferase to take a sack of
hay into the innkeeper’s yard and find myself aplan the floor with the
other carters who came before me. They lay like pigthe dirty floor.
Now it was to rest a few hours. In the morning whérhe driving
peasants awoke and got up from the floor, there wesrs of them. Some
had planks and some boards and some great high ddadsks. All were
there in town to sell their loads. Usually, thelytaly coffee with brown
icing sugar and buns before their journey continlilethe morning at nine
o'clock they appear unwashed and uncombed in Am&sjuare to sell
their loads which generally went very slowly. Whare had sold their
load and got the money then they would buy item#&ifone and the wife
and for their cattle as far as themioney would go

While 1 was in Bollebygd in the summer of 1866-186&re was cholera
in Gothenburg and several other cities. When ryesgming grain would
be harvested in that fall it rained almost every tfee corn sprouted in the
field, so it was a poor harvest.

When the fall came, the sheriff arrived and solikgtorp for little Nyman
as well as all that existed there. Now he was as @s me but he could
keep his wife along with three children. Poordithlyman. At the same
time, | also got to say goodbye to Erikstorp buvmmw tears were shed
Little Nyman and | are riding after the old horeean old wagomvith my
little chest and a hay sack tied at the back. Gthedong way to
Vanersborg to a small estate called Lilleskogettl@-forest) that was
located between Halle and Hunneberg.

There, the old horse, and | would stay with an ohiether to Little
Nyman called Janne. He was the owner of Lilleskqg#ttie Forest). He
was a widower with two children, but he had a mdrfwgemarried
woman) about 40 years old living with him whose wamed Lindberg.
There were two maids, along with four farmhandsgetorses, two pairs
of oxen, and about 15 cows. Now | had better camut | did not have to
be out driving at night, had better food and ditl mave to sit alone in the
kitchen when | would eat. We had a hired men chanmbene wing and
there were two in each bed.

At five in the morning the foreman rang the gruell.brhen we would
have had coffee in the kitchen in a smooth cup) sitgar cubes divided
for each one. Since there were no machines onfofithle agriculture so
we had to work hard all day. The work started et he morning.
Breakfast 8pm gruelling, a half raw herring anddokeThey baked bread
of half rye and half oats for the people once a.yHae bread was dried on
a spit in the ceiling and was subsequently storddrge crates. Dinner
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was at noon, afternoon dinner at five and at 8 lpenwtork ended and then
we got porridge and milk. On Sunday morning we lbaiter on the table.

Janne Nyman was always kind to me. | spent veryhntinee indoors with
him on winter evenings and read in agriculture lsodlhere were also
tasks to patch socks and other items for mysel. idusekeeper was
particularly good to me and always called me thg bgot many good
treatsfrom her in both food and drink. If | saw in heresythat she wanted
something done, then | was not slow to do whawvsed, and she did
not have ask me more than once. She was like aemtthme. On Sunday
mornings | was often at the courtyard building ragdhe sermon for
them.

My salary for the first year was eighty kronor, #exond year one
hundred, and in the third year | had become forewizen | had risen
through the ranks. The foreman was paid by 12¢@ar. When itvas
timeto move and completgork with Mr. Nyman | had 150 left of my
wages. | had never felt so riblecause I still had nice clothes but it was to
using every penny to have this benefit. Now, afieee years elapsed at
Lilleskogen my wardrobe was better and money inpagket. But now it
was time to take leave of Mr. Nyman and the marasdimaids and
farmhands and others. They cry and | cry and isdike a dream.

1868 was a bad harvest and a very difficult tinfgeemlly for those who
were poor. Rye flour cost 3 kronor for each poultte normal working
profit of 50 or 75 Ore per day all work stopped wNib was my goal to go
the Promised Land America where they could eat Whesad instead of
us poor Swedes who could only eat oats and ryetegd=ven oat bread
was lacking in many places and, in addition to,tbast many dollars a
day. Very many people traveled across the Atlahtt year even though
there was nothing to marvel at for those earniggnoney over there at
that time.

However, before | leave of the Swedish fatherldweanted first to take
leave of my old mother. | went to Falképing by trand by shanks s
pony to Daretorp 3 mil. | then met my oldest brothehan who had been
in Warmland working on railway buildings and waeeman building
bridges and culverts. It became clear there woaldddollars or wheat
bread for me in America. We decided to stay at homiedaholm and get
the foundation job for a carpentry shop, which dolyka short time
which was nice especially for me. We stayed witarener who had two
sons and a daughter whose name was Anna. Thedlesty | got at
Tidaholm was 25 kronor which | thought was a lotradney for a short
time. | was so happy that | could have carriedispector on my arms. |
would have done it because he had paid me so ntdishname was
Wanbarg.

Now my brother Johan’s former bagsommended him to go to Dalsland
for a pulp factory to be built at Dalslands charcatled Langed. He went
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immediately to Warmland and married his Batty. Tmeeks later, | left
Tidaholm and met with brother Johan and sisteamat a place called
Frykforsen in “Warmland du skéna” (Warmland you ial).

Now it is summer 1870 and the carnival trip stédsn Frykforsen. A
farmer drives all of our effects. Brother and sistelaw, I, and three
railroaders. Then it was off to Seffle, furthertonAmaél, and then two mil
and we were at our goal Langed. All must walk failag our horse
farmer. If | remember correctly, it was about 8 aslwe all were young
and healthy so there were no boring days.

My brother rented a room and kitchen a quarter mfldrom Langed at a
farm called Ene. All of us were in one room, thevlysveds in a bed | and
the three railroaders in pairs in separate beds$y Béoked and carried
breakfast and dinner to us.

Work began in Langed at 5 am ended at 8 pm. Nortesto learn to cut
stone, but it was not easy to start with and tlleidust wanted to get
into my eyes.

As my brother was a foreman, | was involved irsalits of jobs that occur
in such work that were extremely useful for me.

Now it was to work and save some of each paymehehe food was
paid with 67 per day, the rest divided, some clagtand the remaining
was put into the bank. Demands were not big baek,tthere were no
unions or strike funds to pay, and it was not ®tasmoke cigarettes or
cigars all day, every 6re was spent on benefitegxior the extra half a
“stop” (1.5 pint) liquor normally at each pay timecost if | remember
correctly about 33 ore.

Our commander was a lieutenant named P. Laurehamhgineer named
F. Bothén. At LAnged and Dalsland it was a veryrsitoiation for the
people. Because it was not built around Langedia@éeople had short
and long way to go to work so they had food witbnthfor the day. When
they come in the morning, they have a so calla@lf$ttta”) wooden
container on the front and back. In the back owertained porridge and
milk in the second. Also they had a bag on theakl@ontaining thin oat
porridge, which we called the Wennersborgs newspagtevould be for
breakfast dinner and supper. The work was haildelinember correctly it
was paid a krona for the day for various jobs.d halO per day of 12
hours.

It was surprising that everyone was happy andfsatis/ith both the
rigorous work and the payment.

On Sundays, all in the church youth on the oldhae about half a mil to
walk. The church, or the parish, was called Tiltzskit was a small old
wooden church probably hundreds of years old tisatlzad a little old
bell tower. They had a good priest in Tilleskog.
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It was common talk that in the entire Dalsland ¢heere not so beautiful
girls as in Tilleskog and | think that was true fbey were beautiful.

As mentioned in the first page the name of ourdattas Lars Modig
Erlandson.

| always was called Larsson. | did not like the eawh Modig. Also
brother Johan did not like that name. When brodlobian was at the
railway in Warmland he had taken the name Blombéfigen we came
together on Langed | decided to take the name dBiemberg for it
suited me not to have a separate name. Since Largebthe name
Larson Blomberg which also then was recorded ircthech book.

In 1871 in the month of November the factory wassfied and allowance
within the factory was 1.20 per day. Due to the [mayment, we decided
to try our luck elsewhere. The goal was a railwajtidvi, Ludvika which
was then under construction. Now it was to be gaeating by my
superiors and repack my wardrobe in the new trunicivhas been with
me ever since.

Parting time was first with brother Johan and sistéaw along with
friends and peers. With tears in my eyes, | stempeldoard the steamer
Laxen (Salmon) for travellingp Vanersborg. It was a boring trip. First
night we had to spend on a small lake due to abaceer. On the fourth
day I arrive in Lindesberg. Trains ran slowly anerg/without heat, which
was the situation at that time in the trains, seas both freezing and
starving for the trip.

The journey continued by horse to the Nya Koppaylpew Copper
Mountain). Because | could not afford to pay as Imag other travellers, |
had to stayn an outbuilding in a chamber for farm-hanByg previously
exchanged letters | was promised stone work aidgéiconstruction north
of Kopparberg.

Because there had been a lot of snow and coldCandtmas was
approaching, people from Smaland Vastgotland ae#iBfje traveled
home to spend Christmas with friends and relatises,had no work.
Likely, with tearful eyes, | returned to the desitgd servant chamber that
for the moment was my home. Since it was the fins¢ | was out looking
for work the hours were gloomy.

| was alone and a stranger to everyone, but aftde @od lets the sun
shine.

Meanwhile | found out that an installation was pled for a Besemer steel
plant at Bangbro, about a quarter of a mil from gagberg. Happy in

mind and with rapid steps in that direction I, raeall man on the road
and took my hat off. That's not the engineer atgbém is it? Well yes, the
answer was. Is there work for me? | offered himratings that | had
received from Langed. When the rating was readimyifgot a yes for an
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answer. You may start tomorrow a crown per dayngdat was offand |
said agrateful thank you. The engineer was called StedgbNow the sun
started to shine in my mind when | knew that | hgdb. Now it was to
continue on to get a shelter which also went wiedl &armer who | think
was called Per Erson. He had two sons and a daughtewas called Dirt
Eva becaussehe was dirty, as was the whole houdsgehat place | did not
want to grow old.

However, as | got to the mountain in the morning finen had begun to
cut out the stone. Now it was to show my co-workbkat | could both beat
and turn stonand explain to them my name and what country maasl
and where | had been before.

Now it was soon Christmas and | had by then movea dirt and Eva,
and found a nice home at a “Huttfogde” called Erddrey had no
children. But there was one bedroom and a kitcHemas able to be in
the kitchen. The food | have arranged myself. Ma#&ason cooked for
me for some payment.

They soon became almost like my parents. Madancabéting, patched
and washed, and kept my clothes in order. She alwayted me to look
nice. Boxing Day came with an order from the engirteat | should
appear before him in his office. | was very kinddgeived and asked if |
would undertake the foreman position in the moumtéu will have
piece rate, so that you and your team can earhad fooneyand in
addition you will get 50 6re per day as a foremandiit. | was naturally
delighted with the promotion and was very gratefudl promised to do it
to the best of my ability. And that is what | dichad great confidence
from the noble engineer. We earned 3 to 3.50 per da

On the third day of Christmas | introduced myssltlze foreman at the
mountain, and now | got verve in my eagerness &ulia ignorance. |
loaded explosives in the mountain several times| iMas in a mysterious
way alwayssaved from accidents.

In the summer | and my team went down to Langbriouitd a foundry for
an iron mill and the blast furnaces, etc. Heremseked under a senior
foreman but the days were anything but pleasanhddy Tuesday, and
even on Wednesday, most of the team would go anil deer and vodka.
Those who did not want to go along were often tieread with a beating. |
was also with them one Monday, the only one in iiey Most of them
were from Smaland, Blekinge, yes even Wastergotl@stause times
had become good, people seemed to be able to affovdste time and
money.

At that time there was no strife between capital labour, and everyone
was happy and satisfied with his lot.

In Kopparberg, it was nice. The inhabitants, old gaung, were
exceptionally nice people. The last Christmas | thase | was together
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with my host and hostess to viaiprofessor. If | remember correctly his
was name Carlberg. We spent the whole ChristmagHgere with his
family. To Christmas morning service in Kopparbdrg,offered a ride. All
transport had their torches that burn. It lookedlyenice. The service
began at 4 o'clock in the morning. Nya Kopparbé&lgw Copper
Mountain) was a beautiful and especial for me a ommmunity. The first
pair of galoshes that | used was bought in Koppark2uring1873 in late
summer | pack my trunk again and take out my savexdey from the
bank again. | took farewell of my host Erson ankdaima. It was rather
sad for them both, and also for me and all the Mgtnew mother, who |
always called madam, received a pocket watch fraasia memory of
her “son*.

My goal was Smaland. My brother Johan was at KalonaEmmaboda
rail working with ductsand bridges. | was offered 4 kronor per day. Going
on a train from Kopparberg to Wéxj6 and after thaébrse to Emmaboda.

There was heavgays-work, a quarter of a mil to go morning andnave.
Work was from 5 am to 8 pm as long as the day walltv.

I lived with brother Johan and sister in law. Om@&ays | was usually in
Wissefjerdens church which had a very good priasth ungodly people.
It was not unusual with fights among the young merslout at the
stables, particularly if there were a few of thmers from the adjacent
parish. Luckily | did not get beaten either at theirch or in the rest of
Smaland. But when you would walk past the manyssyalu needed to
know who you were due to all kinds of raw expressiand laughter.
There were ill-nurtured people in Wissefjarden. Ouidges are now
finished, and we say goodbye to Smaland.

On April 24, 1874, we took the first train that welirectly from Waxjo6 to
Karlskrona and to a fortress building named Ranbnda. The old
buildingwould be demolished and a new one built. The festieas
situated on an island next to Kyrkd, about onefroin Karlskrona.

In Kyrk6 we rented a room and a kitchen. A temppraooden bridge was
placed between the fortress on Kyrko so it wasiptesget there and back.
It took about twenty minutes to go there. At fivethe morning the entire
working staff would be organized in the courtyarten a lieutenant made
the prayers, together with the “klockaren” churehvant standing in front
of us. The entire workforce was several hundre@nTiie sang your bright
sun up again, thank you my God, and read the Lémdiger and asked the
Lord bless us. (Din klara sol gar ater upp, tadkarmin Gud, Fader Var,
Herren vélsigne 0ss.)

All work performed on piece rate.

As it was good times all over our country, it wésoagood for us at the
fort. Brother Johan did not like it long time aetfort. He was there about
half a year. Then | took over the work wéhout 30 of the 40 men. Then
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there was trouble. | was very inexperienced fombeessity for very
careful work, and in addition for the strict comrdatt was a major Knds,
Captains Hogfeldt and Gustav Bergman, also Lieutsnand Sergeants,
and everyone was afraid they would criticize thekwall the work
needed to be done well and carefully with corréeteshsions and levels. |
always got help with that from Sergeant Pil.

Through good will everything went well, but the \wbthing was that |
could not count on anything. For the Time Worksslishad to hire
someone to help me. | was also very weak with mgigo after the end of
the job | went to school to learn to count fromoa+itommissioned officer
whose name was Lundberg for 25 6re per hour.

All work stopped at noon every Saturday. A stear@iearles the Eleventh,
went into town with a large barge in tow that cadrthe people that did
not fit on the boat. The entire work force had ttmes there, some on
the islands and others in the parishes adjacehetoity.

| rented a room in the city. When my purchase made on Saturday for
the next week on Saturday night and on Sunday mgrniake lessons on
how to write.On Monday morning at 6 am we would again be gathate
Rangssbron to board the boat and barge. Now theebseare at the dock
with hundreds of containers with small beer 7 o380 pint each.

We all have a basket on our arm with provisionglierweek. Some also
have a container with “Smitten droplets” so thaytlre in good spirits
after an hour voyage. When arriving at the foktdtomes a life on the
barge before everyone finds out where his drinkimigtainer is. With the
drinking container on the shoulder, and baskeheratrm, each person
pushes on to their barracks. There is beer aottiee$s and Petterson, who
has the canteen, has beer well as food for thosewaimted it.

The fortification consists of shelter and beddiagegular horse blanket, a
mattress sack, one pad of sacking, and two sheetsch one. Rye straw
was used instead of feathers. Some of them liviearfortress in so-called
casemates with walls of limestone. It was 10 to Abup to 50 men in the
old church, and it was a great air in those places.

Some have their place in a large barracks buildiiiy two floors and
corridor in the middle and room on both sides.dnoleroom there are
bunks along one long wall. Two on top, and theyiddwld up to 20 men
in each room. There was no lack of a job on anydiaing this time for
those who came in there first on Monday morningeréhwere millions of
fleas and other animals, but remarkably everyore vealthy. When we
would wash it was in the lake of salt water.

When food in the basket ran out it was necessatyrtoto the boatswains
who was guarding the fort and would get food podiof cheap price
peas, soup, porridge without milk, a piece of buttas added to each
measure of porridge instead of milk, thick elongdnkarstockarna”
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(anchor stocks) of very coarse rye flour.

At the fortification there were excellent officess time passed | got more
and more confident with them, both high and lowitass, in particular
the son of Lieutenant General Leijonhufvud. He waricularly good to
me together with sergeant Pihl. Since | had nesen & drawing before, it
was to think and then ask again and again wheastsomething | could
not understand. | got a lot of precision work to diead the privilege that |
never heard a harsh word from the officers' sidkil&\ in turn tried to

run my position to the officers’ satisfaction, butas anxious many times.
Any strikes or labour unions were not known ofteg ime, and everyone
is satisfied, happy and thankful.

In winter we were in the mountains and took out emigped the stone
that we used during the summer. The largest stohieh | took out of a
rock on Kyrk6, was to be placed over a large anar the entrance to the
fortress. It was about 25 feet long 5 feet wida,f8ur feet high. To

armour the battery, we used a lot of stones that i@ a 12 feet long 4 a 5
feet high in width. The large stones could not enmve except with

winch and jacks, and transported on barges todtieefs.

The last year 1879 or 1880, we were building adarthe land side of
Karlskrona named Oskars Véarn that lies near theeal about a quarter
of a mil from the city.

In previous years we had also reinforced the otttdes Wastra
Hastholmen with higher granite walls facing the akag with gun walks
for the big guns. They we poured with concrete.

Now, 61/2 years have elapsed since | was at thiéidation. By diligence
and frugality, | had acquired during bygone yed&8@kr placed in
Karlskrona Savings bank. On October 16, 1880 thecfsses were
completed. Officers and staff assembled togetharaammon celebration
with refreshments. Captain Hogfeldt offered higigmede to the officers
along with supervisors and the others for the paats that we loved, and
through understanding worked, together to get taenmoth work
finished. And then the crown set upon this work weesthree-tongued
blue and yellow flag that was hoisted. A thanks amtayer to God for us,
King and Country.

The fortification was a good school for me. It viaat all dimensions and
heights would be in the small millimetres, andvedirk would be good and
strong.

I now left the fortification and all the troublesd thanked my dear
heavenly Father that he had in past years giveheakth and blessed all
my business and kept me in the past years fronstrals of dangers.
Thank you dear, dear God.

| had always rented a room in the city from Satyrelening to Monday
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morning during the time | was at the fortificatidkt.the same time |
became acquainted with my wife Emelia PetronellaeiWwe become
really familiar with each other, we would of coutd@ any other people
of quality become engaged, and this occurred o8 1277.

My father-in-law was the Brewer on large Bjorkhohra Karlskrona.
They had a small farm there with 6 rooms and aldonevery in the yard.

He was born December 10 1828 and died on 28 Novehd9s8. My
father-in-law was born a farmer's son and namedHalkhansson from
Hoby parish in the neighbourhood of Karlshamn. aese of his death
was pneumonia.

Mother-in-law’s name was Elsa Persdotter, daterthh 81 mars 1824 and
died on 18 April 1907. They rest in a family gramghe Karlskrona
cemetery. My in-laws had two daughters togetherlinPetronella was
born 24/1 1860 and is now my wife.

Our wedding was celebrated in the bride's homarigel Bjérkholmen on
October 16, 1880. There were a portion of my conmdrattending plus
relatives and friends of the bride's side. It wageat wedding.

Before | married | bought an old house on Patarkalmith my saved
money that paid the 8000 kronor. In the house veetiva rooms and the
kitchen. The hall was about 10 or 12 feet long alnout 8 feet wide,
without a fireplace. The bedroom was about 8 fgaaiee with a fireplace.
The kitchen was about 5 feet square with a fireptaccook in. We had
our apartment one floor up. In the house there Wéreoms including
kitchen.

At this time | was married with a wife, but no jahd no income, only the
rents in some of our rooms, but they were all genants. It was to get a
few kronor at a time which was better than nothing.

We were foolish because we considered ourselvies sort of noble
people to invite relatives to parties and alsomattguch ourselves.
Whoever stands mushsure that he does not fall.

In the spring of 1881 | got a job at the Navy shiplin Karlskrona paying
22 0Ore per hour and a 10 hour day. When the cltvaklssix in the
morning every man must be within the gates. Inigegates we obtained
a badge, each having a number on it to be putothanbox.

A prefect then determined if all the numbers weneak. Police officers
guards the gates. They open and close them aredoatied shipyard
Cops

When the badge was left at the designated plaegy @ne went to his
workplace. We were called the granite masons. Gumjas to build both
new quays and repair quays or docks, and a newgdwidge, etc.
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We had a special place to gather in the morningal&& had one or more
so-called master builders, who were the lowesteffiwho would give
orders on what to do for the day.

After that was done it was necessary to seek eubdarest timber sheds
to change clothes. We got from the crown a so-gaélor’s jumper with
trousers of burlap to wear outside of our othethas. Off with the shoes
or boots and on with massive cast clogs on the le@ippearance we
looked similar to prisoners.

The last year | was in the navy yards | was ingpeat a min-storage that
a private builder called Jonsson would build. Pbdpdhad great
confidence in our highest officers who were en&dstith such a large
task. He was a captain and was named F. Batheen@$e there were a
lot of officers in the yard Head commanders, Cagstaind Lieutenants. As
| had previously been foreman for many years amhéad a little
practice, it many times felt a little bit odd to ge a prisoner day in and
day out.

And, besides that, | had just over half an houettmgo from
Pantarholmen, so | could not go home for dinned, iwas too difficult

for my wife or maid to walk to me with food. It wagcessary to have it
with me in the morning, usually a few slices of sbread called Skane
bread with butter and a bottle of milk. At five ghe work was finished

for the day. Payroll was received four times a rhant 5-10-20 and on the
last day of each month.

In summer, it was usual to work on the old housiéevenings after
work stopped at the yard.

In 1882, May 7 our first son, Oscar Sanfred, was bim 1884 May 9 our
second son, Lars lvar, was born, but he died @2 3dars of age from
diphtheria. He was sick for 12 hours. He was addomy and we missed
him for a very long time.

In 1887, December 3 our first daughter Anna Armvides born.

At this time the mother had breast pain and cooldbneast feed the child.
Mother cry, child cry. In the shipyard in the dayé, at evenings, and
nights | serve the mother and carry the baby aramite floor.
Grandmother quarrelled the first eight days shewiisus, and then it
was time to hire a maid to help. Wonderful memories

The other kids never were breast fed by their moffeese three
mentioned children were born in our house on Phataren, Karlskrona.

In 1886, my wife was in Ronneby, drank well andhieat(Today’s Spa).
She had then our only child with her, Sanfred, glaith Aunt Hannah. |
was for the time alone at home cooking for mysalfyning and evening
,and cleaning as | want it, and at the ship yarthdithe day.
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The same year my wife and | went to Wastergotlarthasited my mother
Maja Stina, and we met Wéandla Modig from Harnésand.

In the spring of 1888 | sold my old house in Patérten to a carpenter
who worked at the ship yard called Andersson. l &ut 800 kr on him.

When the farm was sold we rented a two bedroomnirapat in
Bjorkholmen near my in-laws. There our second deerghlsa was born
on April 25, 1889.

It seems to me that God, if we want to follow thedgnce of His Spirit,
has provided where we shall have our bread and wéathall do here on
earth.

When Sundsvall had burned June 25, 1888 | hadiade®at | should go
there with the intent that | could possibly helprthto rebuild the city. |
also would be able to earn more than I did in teyryards, and could
avoid the almost life-sentence prisoner in the gbaygsarong”(sailors
shirt) clothes and having to wear massive castdiegs all day long day
in and day out. | was earning two kronor and 20p@eday along with
free medical doctor in case one became ill. My dahd credit would not
fit together.

Anyone who did not belong to the sailor corps arynsailor was called
day labourers. The day labourers had a contrabttive Royal Majesty
and the Navy Shipyard. There was eight days néiceutual
termination.

In 1888 in the month of August | cancelled my j&ight days later, | took
leave of my highly beloved Captain F. Bothén, fofficers and comrades.

August 20 the parting time had come to say fareteathy wife, also our
children Sanfred and Anna who then lay in the @adl

It was one of the grimmest days | ever experientebbave the dearest
thing | loved and go to an unknown fate.

| got on board the steamer named Drottning Sofize@D Sofia) stopping
at Kalmar, then go on to Stockholm.

With tears | took leave of my wife, as well Sanfradho followed me to
the boat waving their handkerchiefs and weep.d atged.

When we got out of sight of the handkerchiefs tlremme forward a
Jewish businessmamd asked if it was my wife and son who cried @n th
quay, and | said yes. He wanted to know my destinand who | was and
so | told him. Then he said that | travel therefoneler God's providence,
and | answered with a yes, yes.

Before the goal of the journey, | had given evengio my God that he
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would continue to be my helper and protector.

On August 24 | disembarked on a Sunday morningifefirst time in
Sundsvall. Everything was in ruins and ashes frieenoid town which is
now known as Stone Town.

An old Crown Vessel was berthed down by Selangersdted if |
remember correctly Wiktoria, and it served as agHbtit it was too
expensive for me to live. | was able to stay wigople at the upper end of
the Gasverksgatan.

Because it was Sunday it was a day to rest aftetrin

On Monday it was the task to locate all the fourmtatontractors for
work. All have abundance of foundation workersafim| managed at a
couple companions Rosedal from Koping, and Mattsam Stockholm.

Already in the autumn of 1888 after the devastafirgSundsvall Alfred
Larsson Blomberg came to Sundsvall to seek higrfes. He started with
the stone cutting and laid up a supply for the reifioundation work for
the new city. Photo: Nordic Museum.

They had undertaken to cut supporting walls focalbed Hellberska
house, by the main bridge, to be repaired. Thely la@e stones from the
land of a farmer named P. Hoglund, in Bole.

On Tuesday morning, 26 then it was to unpack esryibthes and
wooden shoes from the trunk, and pack in a bagatilthe long hilly
road with a sack on my back. The trunk was theandky horse.

Finally arrived | had to gain shelter, which | alsanaged at a farmer
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named Janson at Midskogsbron. | had to stay in bi@ayge, there were
three “gentlemen”, stonemasons already stayingtfAdrey were from
Stockholm and of a sort of inferior character, atler bums.

It was anything but pleasant to live with these peamd in addition there
was only a wall between us and the cows and hbegestomped on the
beat with their cowbells throughout the night. Ahdias not strange for
them as well as us to have millions of flies tdfigvith. Food, when | was
at Hoglund, was a crown a day. It was provided loyce woman who
always had good food, one of the best cooks | bad.sNe were four or
five men who besides her husband, three childreraa cows that had to
be fed and fit. This she took care of herself dredfood was always ready
in time. It was a wonder she never appeared to behurry.

Unable to work at Rosendal and Mattson any lordjdmot get money.

When the salaries would be paid was not enough ynomeuld have
been 30 ore per hour. | got about half.

| got my own mountain to work at nearby. Boughtiscend began to take
out the foundation wall stones to sell next yegotifour men to help for
the winter.

At Christmas | went back to Karlskrona to visit mife and children. |
spent four days on the train, the first day to Bslrsecond day to
Stockholm, third day to Alvesta, and on the fourém in Karlskrona.

When | got home my wife was ill, having been lyingoed fourteen days.
| was at home with my family until after the Epiplyavhen my wife was
then better. It was hard to separate from thempbogssity knows no law.

After four days of travelling, | arrived back in &isvall to start with my
foundation wall stones. During the Christmas sedisoad become a
meter-deep with snow and it was a strange winter.

On October 12, 1888 there was a lot of snow bueitt away within days.
On October 20 it was over half a meter. The snow keth over the winter.
It was hard work and was very expensive to keewitmwork in the
mountains because of the abundance of snow.

Through another foundation contractor who was goimgo Umea, | took
over building a few foundations from him that heulebmake. One was
for wholesaler P. August Dalen at Bergsgatan, anodher was a
foundation for a barn at a saw mill named Eriksdal.

Entrepreneurs were for P. August Dalens house owagrom Stockholm
called Moller and an architect from Sundsvall ahliésterlund. When the
foundation and socket walls are done, | had toesggsome two thousand
two hundred kronor, but received only 50 kr. Befthre house was
finished, the high lords went into bankruptcy. Taendation contractor
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and others had to take the rents for their claims.

From Eriksdal | also have great memories. Foundatemtractor F.
Andersson, who had undertaken the foundation, liaddy appointed
people who would carry out the work that had bearted. When the
foreman Lundberg from Stockholm received the teathry for himself
and colleagues of 330 kronor, he then ran off ftbere with the money.

Then it was the next day, with the horse agaigatthere in about 30
degrees below zero and pay people. It was a plepsaney. The foreman
Lundberg was arrested in Stockholm fourteen das. lagot about
around 75 kr returned.

Meanwhile, | wanted to get back a cash loan of 280@or from a
foundation contractor. He, too, was a fellow frotnckholm named
Noren. He also ran off leaving behind four horses @vo stone cranes
that | had take with much trouble and bad thingsig 2000 kronor. It
was the first learning experience dealing with myohlead to pay in
Sundsvall. To me it was a boring winter.

In the spring of 1889 | began to sell the stora e had cut during the
winter, and the first foundation | did was for amer house on South
Railway Street on Nybrogatan for a couple of malstelider from
Stockholm named Ostran and Johansson, if | remeodvezctly. |
received 9 kronor per square yard.

Alfred Larsson Blomberg was one of the many peogliging rebuilding
after the fire in Sundsvall in 1888 with his wordrh house to house
replacing the temporary wooden buildings with diagtone buildings 3-4
stories high. Photo from 1889-90 by Carolina Olsfmm Storgatan in
Sundsvall with temporary wooden houses and a femediouses.
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As we wanted to be little better class during theetl worked in the
shipyard in Karlskrona for 2 kronor on the 20 6ee gay, which was not
sufficient. We had prominent relatives and did wanht us to be look
worse off. On special occasions we must of couesedmaring a tuxedo
suit and other clothes to match, and the lady musly also be a bit
modern. However, when | sold the old house and pgidiebts the
property had gone down from 8 to slightly over 6@8@@nor. Those were
the fundgo accompany me to Sundsvall.

The 6000 kronor were now used both for work anagia¢ion

In the summer | and Fallman from Bole started tg bwilding beams for
the great stone buildings that were to be built.B&eght over the summer
and the next winter several thousand pieces. Theg generally 6 x 10
inches. Prices were generally 50 6re per yard ipipe@irchasing.

It was a good deal but also a great risk for ménféen had no money. The
profit would be divided, but he was a professiottakent extremely well
because he was a good salesman and knew to beaicelIFor my part |
think | was a better buyer and measurer than mypaomon after | had
been at it some time.

At midsummer, the same year, my wife came to Nodjalong with our
three children and maid. | had rented a room atwhé&n in Bole for the
family. Elsa was only two months old.

As | had both work and business with beams andsspahe city, | could
walk the half mil long road in morning and the emen

In the spring of 1890, we moved closer to townh@widow Tandlund in
Sidsj6. We had two small rooms and a kitchen fpriee of one hundred
and fifty kronor for several years.

There our two sons Ivar, was born August 19, 188DJ0seph Emanuel
was born August 15, 1891.

When the business with the beams from the farnredeckin the spring |
then undertook earth excavations and foundationsanklet walls for the
corner building at Sédra Jarnvagsgatan (the soutladrroad) and
Nybrogatan in the block Bokhallaren. The buildeswamed B. Almgvist
from Stockholm.

At the same time | undertook earth-moving for thenfdation and socket
walls of a house that | now own at Nybrogatan. bhider was also from
Stockholm called Zatterling.

And at the same time, | had committed socket walthe stone house
N:o 5 at Nybrogatan and stone house N:o0 5 at Sttrevagsgatan. The
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stones for the socket walls under the four stoniglings in the block
Bokhallaren | took from Juniskéar and freighted thembarges. All
builders are from Stockholm. Therefore, the howsesnamed Stockholm
houses.

We also sold all the beams and spars for the hguiacribed above.

The same year of 1890 there was a lot of work thinout our country.
Then a tailor, Palm, from Stockholm held convincapgeches, saying that
the workers are slaves. It would now become equaht the brotherhood
in Sundsvall. It would be worked further on 10 rounstead of 12 then
eight but equal incomes.

Now begin our glorious union. Now it is they who shdetermine wages
which was then 25-30 to 35 6re for stone worke®wy i was to be awake
almost night and day in the mountain, at the fotinda and masonry and
socket wall frames. At night it was helping witletthildren because they
were all small.

In 1891 | had the foundation and socket walls ofegazine next to the
bridge over the Selangersan Per August Dalen altmiovholesaler, and
also didsocket walls for a storage building for a wholesakmed Sladin.
There was much work on these grounds and alsol@erincome.

Two foundation and socket walls were done for steem@mer, one of
them a foundation for a stone house. A construatian named Edman
was a real scoundrel and | alimtstt 2000 kr to the fox. The second
builder was named Angman who had a much higheregegfr concern for
all the rules than Edman. | also sold beams arndreafo that worthy
fellow.

The first foundation that | did in the stone towasafor consult
Wikstrém’s house on the Esplanade at Kopmangataa fdundation
walls were taken from Ragunda by rail. It was fin&t foundation wall
stone that came to Sundsvall from Ragunda. Col¢ikkktrom was a good
man and | got 15 kr. in gratuities when | had thenidation and base
completed.

A foundation and socket walls were done for a cohoeise on Storgatan
at the Northeast corner of the Vangavan | took fRagunda. There were
two master builders from Stockholm, Lindetal andnigwist. It is now the
Fire Insurance Company’s corporate Sveas property.

At this time the unions were active and they whaeednes who would
determine the wages. The foundation workers werieeli into three
classes, “postbasar”, “skalare” and “stampslagaath one in his class
would have an equal pay if they were capable ayrmmuetent, or if they
were lazy or industrious. | did not, of course,reot myself after their
paragraphs. | paid them for their diligence anditgbi
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| was asked to appear in the Gotemplare houseemh&mnmaren and they
gave me a thorough reprimand. According to thepressions their legs
tickled a part of them so that they could not sit lsefore they had read
their laws to me. They were poor wretches, butvefand memories from
that time.

A foundation and the socket walls for wholesal®b3t's account at the
Storgatan. Because of the severe winter and muml, $ihwas difficult to
get stone from the mountain. Very little load theng crane broke when a
man came under as it fell on him and was serionglyed. | had to pay
the hospital bill. Jakobsson and Eriksson werentaster builders.

A foundation and socket walls for Hantverksforemmybouse were
worked on with everything to be ready in two mongrsd 50 kronor fine
for each excess day. | had it finished before #edtine. Jakobsson and
Eriksson were also the builders.

A foundation and socket walls for a wooden houde@Esplanade were
done for wholesaler Rost. Now the owner is shoechaart Ekholm.

At the same time a foundation and socket wallsgttogy with a high
retaining wall, were completed, below the housenfbolesaler, on August
Blomberg's behalf at the Southern end of the Slsaltén.

Since it rained almost every day in the autumnmevibeth driving and
wages were expensive. | lost between 6 or 700 krbecause there were
many Foundation Contractors. It was great competso it was like to be
cheap and a humbly servant if you could have thhto carry out the
work for the high lords. If | remember correctlyldoad 15 6re per cubic
foot.

A foundation plus earth excavation and socket walis large kerosene
basement at Nacksta. Jakobsson and Eriksson welaiilders of
Blomberg's house and the kerosene basement.

The kerosene basement work was very fast andktdaty 7 weeks for
me to have everything finished. If | remember ccitye | had about 30
horses to pull the soil loads as well as men tigliin

The same year in the fall, | bought the stone hatidéybrogatan No. 3. At
that time it was only walls and the roof was natdhed. It was necessary
to clean and decorate it. In spring of 1893 | Hehouse finished. We
were the first who moved into two rooms and thehen on second floor.
It was there where two of our children were born.

Pontus was born in 1892 on 15 October, and Huldaliérhorn in 1894
on April 24. 1892 was a very cold winter with musriow.

In spring 1892 | started with the foundation andkstb wall for the
Nordstjernan brewery and had it done in the fdlle manager was called
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Carlsson.

The builder was from Stockholm named G. Johansstinaxforeman
named Winter. Winter became the master buildeneRarliament
building in Stockholm.

At Nordstjernan the stone drivers had a strike wgnine to give them
more money.

In winter 1893 | started with the socket wall atré&m Street for a farmer
named Tjarnlund. The builder was CA Olsson, a Sntiacarpenter by
profession.

In the spring all the foundation workers in townreven strike. Would
naturally have more money. Foundation-workers hsplezial association.
They were striking for two weeks but then startadkioto work at the
same pay. From that day on it was the end of Fdiordevorker’s union
even with their standard. These were wonderful nre&aao

A foundation and plinth were made for a wooden katshe Sddra
Jarnvagsgatan for a schoolteacher named Winberg.thiwowner is
August Styf.

Then a foundation and socket walls for a glaziened Hugo Malmberg at
Kyrkogatan along with excavations and a foundatasp a foundation
socket at the front side of a theatre.

Bjorklund was the builder of the theatre and Glakalrnberg’s house
and foundation and socket wall to a Post housengeAvhere there was a
Builder Master called NO Anersson. The same yeahe month of
December, | start to take out the stone for the fadtory in Matfors. As
usual, one needed to be less expensive for the Tealwork would be
done quickly and with quality, all following drawgs. In Matfors it was
laborious.

The rock that | had to blast away where the facteag to be locatecould
not be used other than to fill. | had to take ttome half mil away at
Attmars old rectory. It was expensive, if | rememberrectly, so | had to
pay 2.25 or 2.50 per load

| used 50 of the 60 men each day for Matfors, pueck prices were 15
cents per cubic foot of all rock, which was blowmag, 16 6re per cubic
foot for all socket walls as well as arches antagslto be built together.

Operating earnings were small from 22 d6re to 35hoeir.

The company had paid his people at 17 6re houllyvérk day works list
and payments | took take care of myself.

At the same time in the spring, in the summer &418 had also bases in
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the city which had a foreman named Ostlund.

I went myself into town every Saturday and paiésas to the foundation
builders, mountain blasters, earth drivers, blagissrand iron workers,
gunpowder and dynamite traders and so on.

While | was in Matfors we placed a foundation faem captain named
Aberg, also did ground digging and bases at tha.fafso a foundation
for the ironworker Néaslund and Wiklund.

o TN
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In 1892, Alfred Larsson Blomberg bought one ofghrealled Stockholm
houses at Nybrogatan south of the railroad and rdavigh his family one
floor up. Photo: N. G. Nilsson.
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Photograph of the foundation of Sundsvall's newah®891st Photo:
Adele Kindlund.

Year 1893 when Alfred Blomberg was responsibl¢hfefoundation work
for the Sundsvall new theatre building
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Storgatan’s east part in the early 1900's. Closeghe right merchant
Cassels house with its tower. On the same sideeddtteet, after a small
house, big-builder CA Olsson's house. For thess&®@lfred Larsson
Blomberg and his labourers made the foundation wankL894 and 1902.
C.A. Olsson was a builder for many of the buildindgere the Alfred
Larsson Blomberg provided the 'underground excavatioundation and
socket walls ".

A foundation for widow Dalberg at Jarnvagsparkearkdy the station)
was done, and a foundation for a forester namedeé{as the Northeast
corner of Storgatan at the railway station, now etvhy Captain
Nordberg.

Since | was almost finished with my work in MatfamnsJuly, | took care of
my own work in town. While | was working in Matfooar daughter
Hulda Emelia was born on April 24, 1894.

In the month of July, my wife took our oldest dateglAnna to Ronneby
to “drink the well waters” and bath (Today’s spa).

While mother is away Elsa, Joseph and Pontus weérevith the farming
people in Bole called Hoglund. Hulda, who was tbaly a few months
old, had to be with the Mrs Artelius. Sanfred awnarlwere at my house. |
had to go on with my foundation works, so Sanfred lvar had to serve
in place of a maid.

While my wife was in Ronneby, | bought a house wittbooms and
kitchen, plus about five acres of land around thi& Scenic Sidsjo for
7000 kr.

When my wife and daughter came home from Ronn&byesmoved
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right in to our new home, and collected childremtw wonderful new
living place in Sidsjo. My work was finished, saés able to stay at home
with my family for a short time. 1894 was for medhavork but it

provided a good year.

In 1895, | started with the excavations at the Ma#all for a Smalanning
named Otto Holmstrom. It was cold winter. The $mikt was about 6 feet
deep.

Then | had to apply at the “register office” forpession to crack the frost
with Dynamite. When the troublesome excavation masle, | did the
foundation work later in the spring to the foodltzedd a condominium of
three floors at Sjogatan. Employment rates dutivag time were 25 or 35
Ore per hour for stone workers, and soil driversewaaid 22 or 25 6re per
load. All the soil was transported west of the toWonrse and driver
earned an average of 4 kr per day. The foundatmk was donet the
upper end of Storgatan for a hat-maker named Sugdbe

Builder was CA Olsson, a Smalanning by birth. €aenings were always
disappointing and even losses occurred when yowitadhat man to
deal with. He wanted everything for himself. | alsad “the honour” to
lend him 500 or 1000 kronor from time to time witthanterest. Of course
| just had to be accommodating in every way to htheeopportunity to
build foundations for the builder when they gotoaige on contract.

A foundation was done for a magazine (storage mg)cat Sjogatan for a
wholesaler named S. Wahistedt. The builder wasndewas called N.E.
Andersson, a former carpenter who was industribusno earnings for
me.

At the same time, for the same builder, the baslecalumn supports for
Gustaf Adolf’'s association’s tree house at Busofaka west of the city.

In the same year the foundation and socket watlalftd Church were
done. A lot of work but no profit, little paymer@hort on both foundation
stone and socket wall stone. Rates were 15 cabts oot of foundation
stone and 1.50 square foot for the socket wall wishallation and rear
wall. The whole work was 3.919 kr, and CJ Bjorklwnals Builder

Now 1895 has came to an end with all the hardshipgrandles.
Fortunately, God had kept me and my people frommghnds of dangers.

1896 a new year and new worries.

There were many foundation entrepreneurs in Sutichwang that time
so the competition was great. When we were toltlagheuse would be
built, you had to stay ahead at builders and cotudra, onevould go with
a cap or hat in hand, or under forearm, and agtufcould have the
honour to perform soil excavation, the base fouodatnd the supports.
As they considered themselves to be great mencgolad not make a deal
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with them either the first or second time, but wbhave to return again
another day. When, at last you would be cheap dntaugke on the job,
but with no money until the roof came on the hoas®, even until the
house was finished. Then you had the honour ty cartrthe work. In
many cases what the deal was, in general, to lgditaf exchange for the
remaining money.

On New Year’s | started with soil excavations fataCHolmstréom's

behalf, the large corner house on the main sgdlrsoil was taken away
to about 8 feet below the street on the entir¢hlat would be the basement
under the courtyard, market hall and under the é.ofsthe same time we
laid foundations of the house and yard, and thernook under the Market
Hall, for the sum of 14150 kr. In February all 8r@ow went away and we
had to take foundation stones from Tjuvholmen. kgustone on ice, soil
excavation and foundation base for the whole tkag finished the first

of May.

In spring, when | had finished at Otto Holmstromstdrted with soil
excavation and foundation for a plaster-maker nadoé@nsson. The
stone house was located on Kyrkogatan (Churchtptregt to the post
office. C.A. Olsson was the builder.

In the month of November | took my little horse (Brawith manpower
and tools, along with the stone crane, and tradetethe train to a station
called Dockmur. When we arrived there we loadedtoois and stone
crane on sledges, and span my little horse toifptallthe Stralnaset in a
parish named Stugun.

Because of poor sleighing we had to help Gralleulbthe load that was
quite heavy. At Stranaset | was to provide a fotinddor a big barn for a
Lord (wealthy manpamed E. Holmberg, a good Lawork for. |
received5000 kronor for the foundation and supports withjoints.

When | came home for Christmas most of the childmensick, but luckily
recovered over the holiday. For my wife it had bbeth boring and hard
work while | was gone. We had two cows and two maidring that time

the children were small. Yes, thank you Dear Landthis bygone year.

In the month of January, on the23897, our last son Nils Alfred was
born. Now began a new year and new jobs. Thefétstdation was for a
snuff merchant named CO Malmstrom on Storgatahréet story stone
house now rests on the ground. C. A. Olsson wamtster builder.

When the Malmstréom’s foundation was ready, | sthviéh the
excavations and foundation of a stone house atuR@ditan for an
upholsterer named Sundgard. CA Olsson was alsbutitaer there. A
foundation for a barn at Gustafsberg on Alno, drediiase of a chimney
for the saw for wholesaler Rost.

He was a good man to work for, cash payments wiemwbrk was ready,

34



and in addition always grateful for what | did fam.

In the winter of 1895 Alfred Larsson Blomberg begaoavation work for
the dealer Otto Holmstrom's house with market pktc8tora Torget. In
spring the foundation was laid.
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Foundation contractor Alfred Larsson Blomberg's bab accounts.
Financial Statements year 1896
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Sundsvall's new fire station in the red brick wiasshed in 1899. Alfred
Larsson Blomberg did tHeundation work.

A foundation, soil excavation and socket walls ébigge workshop were
done at Badhusparken, along with adjoining workshégr an axe
blacksmith named Holmsten from Stockvik.

That same year | did a large bridge, or so-callddert, under the
highway at Qvisle Njurunda which was a difficulbjand was underpaid.

In 1898, in the month of January, | started with excavations and the
ground and base of Sundsvall Pulp Mill in Essvilhere were several
competitors and it was necessary to be low priteves to be the lucky
one. Then | had to be awake all day on Essvik tthdavork myself. In
town | had a foundation foreman called Ostlund wdoalld work by
himself with the men, and he would lead the wordt keep the time.
Salaries are for me in Essvik and then one Saturdepwn for the others.

On Essvik | had to do tharojectthroughout the year. The engineer was a
Norwegian called Qviller who was practical and asgreat guy. |

received 500 kronor in tip money when | had fingsiiee work. In town |
put up a foundation for a wholesaler named Gustafasd Widlund at
Church Street. C. A. Olsson was the master builder.

A foundation was done for the Fire station at thpar end of
Kdépmanagatan (Merchant Street) near Laroverket€Ge). N. Nilsson
was the master builder.
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A foundation for a workshop and foundry for the doned workshops
was done. And then a foundation and socket wallg fpaper factory in
Matfors, but there was never anything built omNibw 1898 had ended,
and my work that | had committed myself to was yeadd all in good
time. Earnings had not been large relative to aingel workforce that | had
that year.

For months | had 100 men working for me. But | \wappy and grateful
to God who had given me health, strength and wistioiead and
complete my work to everyone's satisfaction.

An accident occurred on Essvik during my work théneough
carelessness by a worker at the soil excavationhalchis leg broken.
Otherwise, we were all preserved and safe.

That year, on March 5, | celebrated my 50th birjhéa Essvik | invited
my people to coffee and bread. In town | had éntday party at the
Central hotel for my people, together with wife amildren, those who
were so grown up that they could be with us, asd abme master
builders and others. | received congratulationsfroy people with a
snuff-box of silver and a pair of cufflinks. It wadestive evening. From
my inmost heart | thank you my dear good and lowimgdom Father for
that year and for the past 50 years. | promisé.tnd that | may not forget
in my soul what good he has given me.

Yes dear, dear God be with me the remaining danblass and preserve
me together with my wife and children.

In the fall of 1898 | began to blashd take out the stone for a power plant
in Wiforsen, and in1899 it was to continue with@®0 men. We would
blastdown 42 feet deep in the rock and 25 feet squaoekig night and
day in the turbine piand in the channel with blasting work.

We also simultaneously made a granite wall nextungsadren of three
meters width, plus other walls.

It was the most difficult work | have done as aufethat it was a half-mad
engineer named Hjalmar Smitt, Norrbagge (“North Rarokname for a
Norwegian). Meanwhile, work continued in Wiforserdat was for me to
watch over the works pretty much night and dagyldown to rest at 12
noon or one o'clock because | had to get up a¢thrdour in the morning
to always be present at each charge of the blasting

In general it had been my lot to have a little firofhad to lead the work
myself,and had to note the time for each one, and hahdlpayment to
them.

At Wiforsen | got 3.50 per cubic meter for blastiavgd transportation and
8 kr for all the gray stone walls that were laiccement plaster. All
Materials were charged to the foundation builderegt cement.
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Blasting, extraction of stone and foundation wank\Wiforsens
powerhouse at Ljungan was carried out 1898-99 piring) of 1899 the
workforce went on strike and spring floods took yams and cranes,

but in December the foundation works were compld?adto: 1899.

From the foundation builder Alfred Larsson Blombgigooks of accounts
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Fine blasting is from 25 to 40 6re per hour. Allteral, no matter what
kind, | had to pay for.

In the spring, the entire workforce went on stiskethat | would pay more.
The strike continued about fourteen days. All @nthreturned to work for
the same payment.

In the middle of the month of May the spring wdteoded and took away
the dykes and cranes. Everything that was floatiag recovered down at
Njurunda.

The Turbine channehat was almost completed was filled with stone and
gravel, stumps and logs. Some of the big strorajniety wall was also
damaged.

The work had to be stopped until the great spriogd passedIt took
until the month of August before the turbine chdnves clean again. At
that time it had been full of gravel and stonesl averything that was
damaged had to be repaired, at the company's expésurse.

In the month of December | finished all my worke tettlement day had
come between me and the engineer Smitt. He retosealy between
three to four thousand kronor for piece work anulaework that |
performed. Through a process | had there was nbtadgmd | got my
claim. But such tasks were disgusting. Howevegd bompleted work for
Wiforen Company for the amount out of my own furels;ept all of the
major worries and trouble, day and night, duringf time work was going
on, Smitt resteduietly at his parents in Norway.

While | was in Wiforsen | had an extension on Qalsbn (a bridge) that
would be about 40 feet wider.

When the dam and everything was demolishing in ¥&éo a message
came that even Qvisslebron bridge was about tagsedl. The spring flood
undermined the bridge. Lovely informatidsiow it was immediately to
harness my horse and ride a mil over a hilly raathat as the horse would

go.

Finally | arrived and could see the bridge remaiordts base, but it
looked threatening that the bridge would collaps&ng moment.

As the bridge shortly before completed except fop the wall above and
below the bridge so | have no people where avalabbrief survey
revealed that the water had taken a different patthe side of the bridge
in the loose sand going into the deep valley.

Now it was to be quickn both thought and legs, to go to a trader in the
neighbourhood to get a lot of empty bags to fid thist full holes, and
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then dirt and gravel. Little Arvidsson is also witte from Wiforsen, plus
two tramps who came to our aid after some high gagnso we fortunate
became master of the water, after hard work thagkrivas now safe, for
the moment, while | got people and materials tateensioned walls and
make dams at both ends of the bridge. This waséoa few hundred
kronor loss on the splendours besides all the teoaihd sorrows.

That same year, soil excavations foundation anésvi@l a barracks
building on Essvik were completed.

While the spring floods raged in Wiforsen, in Jutavelled with my
wife to Westergotland and Blekinge to visit ourateles and
acquaintances to ease our concerns somewhat. daahgd been the
most troublesome year that | had lived throughall taken a lot of both
body and soul out of me. Low payments becausedhgpetition was hard
along with strict contracts. The highest paid woskeould take days off,
one or two or even three days vacation, after @gg.dThen they go and
booze. Fights were always present on such occasgaodsnany other
troubles and discomforts.

At our home are all the children were small anchpps disobedient at
times, but with shining eyes that met those ofrtfagher on Saturday
nights. Moreover, | am like them, perhaps that ynmind | was happier
than anyone was after the week's labour, and hae ¢mme to my wife
and children, fresh and preserved from countlealesigesWhen joy
was at its best, and then came the report of wire mest disobedient
during the week. Now it was to take out the switnid each one would
naturally get what they deserved. The one who legah Inost disobedient
were always first.

At year's end all my work was done, and all thelttes and worries were
now only a memory. | thanked dear good and gradigar, the Father in
heaven, who had given me health and strength, epidnke and my people
from thousands of sources of danger during that s

1900, in that winter | put in a foundation for thewery Nordstjernan for
an office building, at 17 cents per cubic foot.

The lean years were not yet over.
Examples of contracts for Alfred Larsson Blomberg.

Between foundation contractor A. Blomberg, Sundsgakh contractor
and Timber Company Svartvik, as employer, haveeabupon the
following: The undersigned Blomberg undertakesluatest on the
31st March 1906 to havampleted the following work, namely:

Soil Excavation, along with removal of the excadateil, rock blasting

and putting up a drywall of good foundation stoard pedestal to the
outer walls of the following buildings belonging $wartviks new Pulp
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Mill: the boiler house, screen housing / sink / gager hall, - all
according to the engineer K. Moérch prepared draw/aitghe following
prices:

for excavation and removal Kr 1: 25 per cubic meter
for rock blasting 3:50 per cubic meter

for drywall including pedestal 7:50 per cubic medad | /Blomberg/
commit to, without additional compensation intencect the gray stone
wall with cement mortar, the Wood Products Comp@wuartvik thereto
supply the necessary cement, lime and sand, asas/éltommit myself
not to charge the Timber Company for transportivegexcavated soil to
the place nearby, which is therefore assigned.

Excavation shall be enforced to the required dapthe bottom and at
such great width, engineer or inspector in chakfjesocket walls shall
be careful of large earth rock or blasted grarg is well adjusted
before mounting, so that good connections will &lable.
Collections of small stones inside socket wallsalmwed and | am
/Blomberg/ obliged to, that wherever such are entared, tear down
and redo that part of the wall.

Next to one / 1/ feet in width on each side ofdléer walls had to be
filled with gravel or sand, which filling, howevexas be provided by
Timber Company. Any errors that might occur thronghown or my
people's fault, I, Blomberg, had the duty to recfifee of charge.

| declare myself also satisfied that to these wpksormance use of
wood products company's people, so many that dbana to be
dedicated professionals, and also in this work pgdwo foundation
workers from Ange named Pettersson, father andafomhom, the
father at the same time shall serve as Timber cag'paontroller, and
therefore | only receive half pay to the other Ipaid by the Timber
company.

The workers, who for me Blomberg employed in th@kbut are not
on Svartvik permanent residents, must | myselffpayccidents
insurance so that compensation is paid the fowayhadter the accident.

All materials of whatever nature they may be, wifith exception of
wood held by me Blomberg and start work immediately

For work proper execution do I, Blomberg, approfsad and commit
myself to have these works fully completed thetyhiirst / 31st /
March 1906 or duty payable to Timber Company Svia®ne hundred
/ 100 / Kronor for every additional day.

Timber Company Svartvik undertakes to the extentak time
gradually pay in accordance with this Agreemenbjestt to deduction
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of fifteen / 15 / per cent, which is retained uthié work has been
completed and approved.

If a dispute arises, the same will in no case Begibefore the court
trial, but it shall be settled by a compromise cattes, composed of
three / 3 / qualified personnel, of which eachyagpoints one, and so
elected the third. Board's report shall appeakitirer party redounded
to the following correction, and the cost of ingp@t and judgment
should be payed on an equal share of the parim$yjo

Of this contract, which is not without Timber Comy& consent, may
not passed over another person, are two equallyietiespecimens
prepared, signed and exchanged, as happened itvigvactober 4,
1905.

The foundation works for Black's stately mill, $oat Sundsvall, began
October 2, 1905 and ended 31 March 1906, which trban Alfred
Blomberg and his workmen were finished on time

It was a difficult winter with much snow. When tfeeindation was
finished and measured, | lost 800 kronor excepsicleming my time.
Master builder C. A. Olsson was also where the Lord

Becauséhe construction work was not active, | was dutimg summer at
home in the scenic Sidsjo, and managed my landyaiatthn my family.
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In late summer | learned that they would build gggactory in
Hemgraven in Nedansj6 parish on Skonvik comparstslb. | was
immediately ready to present myself in Skonvikfgcefrequesting to
perform soil excavation and foundation blasting, lgot a short answer
that it was not decided if they would build or nlotequested to be
remembered in the event there would be some bgildin

In the month of October | got orders from Managdigector Welin from
Skonvik company that | could immediately start witle preparatory
work. | continued there until 1901, in the monthSafptember, with 60 or
70 men working each day doing excavations, foundatand socket walls
for the factory, including blasting and cleaninghe tunnel and
excavations. Foundation and socket walls weredds@ for 3 housing
buildings.

It was often associated with some pretty big camesen at Hemgraven
but it was a practical and good command of both laigd low ranking

Managing director from Skonvik was named, as meetilp Welin. The
examiner was City Engineer from Uppsala called eduand the builder
was named O. Bostrom

That same year | constructed for Otto Holmstréraumélation to a stone
house at Gotkroken.

Thanks to dear gracious Father for this past yeat,for Hisgreat mercy

In the winter of 1902 | put up a foundation for Masbuilders CA Olsson
on Main Street in the number 6-8, and it was tisewaork | did for that
gentleman. | naturally did not receive a pennytier foundation until the
house was completed as we had agreed.

He was a sort of an inferior master builder. Heandwept verbal
agreements. In the month of May | started with erdavation and
foundation for the fifth stone house on reque$dtib Holmstrom at
Storgatan next to Knaust.

Now the owners are tifeundsvall Képmanbank (Merchant Bank)

When the foundation was ready Otto Holmstrom eridedlays and was
buried in Sundsvall church cemetevith great solemnity

He was an honest Smalander and we were very gisodif;, but he now
lies west of the city in his family grave. Peacéi® memory. That same
year | started with excavations and foundatiorttier Ship Traders
Widerstedsts for the large stone house next to Btionstrom's, down
beside the Hotel Knaust,on Storgatan, for the sut®®&00 kr. This work
was not finished until in the spring of 1903.

In spring 1903 | started with soil excavation, drgirles and grounds for a
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planer factory at Stockvik Njurunda parish, andanidation for a
magazine fowood products and a foundation of the chimneyliergaw.
There was also excavation and blasting for watdrewvelling of a
lumberyard. It was a master builder named B. Liriaist

Soil Excavation and Foundation were done for a &tause at the
Radhusgatan for a coppersmith Egnell. Then 1908dndth many
hardships and worries, and your blessing dear Fatteebeen great to this
day with me. Oh yes my dear, and Heavenly Fathank you for this and
all the bygone years.

In the winter of 1904, | did the foundation for tSBandsvalla Handelsbank
(commercial bank) on Storgatan Pa Vangavan. BuBgigrklund was the
builder. That was the last work | did for him.

One foundation and excavation was done for a wobdese in the block
Gesaéllen for Managing Director Sundsvall's magaziaked Walrot.

Three foundations to the so-called “own home” vafsbwn and south of
Nordstjernan Brewery.

A foundation plus excavations for a Bookkeeper ritdemelin. Oman &
co was builder of all these wooden buildings.

1905, A foundation for the Godtemplarehuset at Képsgatan together
with David Larsson and some other works.

On October 2, 1905, | started with excavationsafelndation, and
socket walls of a sulphite pulp factory in Svartvikad to accept a very
strict contract with a guarantee along with onedrad kronor in fines for
every additional day. The time was very short agsiired from the
company’s side. But even that went well and godwhd the work finished
before the deadline, and to the great satisfaciots top manager
wholesaler Brathen, also the Director Barth aloiith) engineer Martz

These three gentlemen were all Norwegians. My echtras for the 31st
March 1906 but much extra work developed so | lvatbhtinue do work
for that company until the end of 1906 but withmaaler workforce.

It was a good company to work for. When the roabwinished at the
factory | got 100 kronor, my people got 4 kr. pamior the so-called
taklagspengar to acknowledge the good work. In xpeeence, as well in
Svartvik and elsewhere, | was usually at work finsihe morning and the
last to leave in the evening, partly to keep traciime for everyone and
to lead the work. Everyone had to be on time whartisg their work
otherwise there was a deduction for the missed.time

In Svartvik, | had about 60 men while we were ddimg earth-moving,
foundation and support columns for the factorydiadg.
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Payroll was every two weeks, or every other Satyndéh an hourly rate
from 30-55 cents per hour a man, 60 cents for aehand coachman per
hour.

Then 1906 ended and | was within my inmost heamkful to my God
and Heavenly Father who has given me understandeaith and
strength, so | was able to carry out the work d hadertaken, and to the
great satisfaction from the owners and superiakts, €ind also for the
benefits and blessings to me and my family.

In 1907, January 2 began with soil excavation auhdation work for a
sulphite pulp factory that was named Sddra Nyhamhbehalf the
Manager Director, Mr. Enhorning, in Kubikenborgerag with Consul
Aslunds.

In the last days of a past year, together withBEuhorning, Engineering
Lundberg and Manager Director Mr. Carl Linden, weed that | would
perform the described work. On New Years, | gotdravings from
Engineering Lundberg. A few days after that | reedia notice that he
was dead.

Now | had to be both engineer the foundation catdral had from said
Lundberg received notice of the factory's locatidren we signed up. At
the beginning of the month of March, the company aamew engineer
named Hjalmar Senrein who was a practical and gogiheer of
approximately 35 years. We worked in good agreeméhteach other
with those troubled and modern strikes that alwsnir with any major
work to be performed.

| worked with 60 to 70 men together with 15 to 204es to move the
earth and stone getting a salary every two weeksgied/were 30-55 ore
along with free shelter and firewood and for honsegk coachman 60 for
70 cents per hour. Most work was performed on teegorate, and then
the earning would be much more.

| followed my habit to care for and guide the wbgkmyself, whichtakes
up time and pays every other Saturday. While ddirgyl left the
excavations and foundation to a planer for a beotofg in Svartvik

There | had a foreman and | paid the salariesafftgast one | went by
boat to Svartvik. At half past two, | had come baghkin, at three | had
eaten my dinner.

At 3 was a dinnertime at Sédra Nyhamn, from théetatowork again, and
continued throughout the summer until 8 or 9 indfienings.

After the end of a work day, 2 or 4 men drillecbitihe ground to shoot
with dynamite to get it loose for the next day.

We were able to shoot up to 10 kilograms per daabse the earth was
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hard as a rock

At 6 on the following morning it was to be at wa@ain to get everything
running again. In November of that year our engir@snrein got ill at
dinner in the evening, so an extra boat was ordanedve carried him
onto the boat, but in six days he, too, was deaduAarrival in the
hospital in Sundsvall he immediately had surgerygomed. It was found
he had ulcers in the stomach. There was a funethki Sundsvall Church
with great solemnity. The entire work staff attethide

His remains were then transferred to the railwagi@ for onward
transmission to Gothenburg there where the renvamngd be burned to
ashes.

That was a great loss for the company, for me anthk entire working
staff. Peace be upon his memory, our highly vakrmgineer Senrein.

A young engineer was taken on by the company ndda&e Arven who
would make the plant ready.

1908 in the month of February I finished all my wéor the plant's behalf
and earth-moving and foundation of four workersdwogs with more
other jobs.

The work was arduous at S6édra Nyhamn, and wasiagstevith worry
and concern, along with great risk and respongytiiiiat | had addressed
to myself, but luckily | was always finished withet work before the
expiration time.

Although they went on strike two times for me, mgriss luckily were of
great satisfaction to my officers.

As an acknowledgment from the Director, Mr. Caniden, a large
photograph of the factory, along with a thank youd job well done, was
given to me.

It was a flattering New Year's gift in 1909, sasinot so odd if | am a bit
arrogant in my old age.

As mentioned, my work was finished at South Nyhamtihe month of
February. With regret | said farewell with heairttblanks to my supreme
Head Manager, Director Mr. Enhdrning and the Doeddr. Carl Linden,
whose noble mind especially affecting me whichll mever forget. Mr.
Enhoérning was the noblest man | was ever in contabtduring my 60
years of life. Then there was a fond farewell ® st of the staff along
with my people.

A never to be forgotten memory for me is from SaNstinamn. All of the
officers, as well high and low, looked with awe aaderence to the old
foundation contractor as if | would have been theost affectionate
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father. The foundation contractor would always g Whem to be their
advisor in which way to go, either to the righteft. It is no wonder that |
love South Nyhamn and their managers. When theoktitk way is all
good, then who am | to not thank for everythingd®o

| thank you my dear good gracious kingdom of lond the kingdom of
the Father in heaven, for that you brought me foma place after another,
and from one community to another, and always yaehmy God and
my father, helped me and blessed and preservedometfiousands of
accidents, and gave much more than | wanted odagke about from this
earth. My deepest wishes and prayers to my God &iutdhood was that
he would give me health, strength and wisdom talide to manage the
heavy burdens from my childhood through sweat anéhd privations
and anxieties of many kinds that | was faced with.

During all the years gone by, the wishes and psaffem my childhood
that were learned from my dear and beloved mothee lsome true and
even far more. Thank you dear God for all this good

In the next few days | will have seen the lightal for 60 years, and
when | finish my work at the Southern Nyhamn myheis and prayers
will be good for the completion and beyond, andll mow leave all
contract work in order to spend my remaining daygeace and quiet as
long as my Father's kingdom of grace will allow toeemain here on
earth with my wife and our eight living children whre all healthy and
happy, and have so far with reverence and affectiways looked up to
their parents.

My strength and mood begins to subside so | neeestaafter all the
painstaking work and worries of many kinds, butrgtreng is now like a
dream, and that when the end is good, yes thes gdlod.

And my soul rejoices with gratitude to my God aradhér who has given
me such great reward for my work as noted in tlegipus writing.

1908 Annual Financial Statement is low estimated Kr The only thing
that helped me was that | generally had been fin@ne morning to night,
and led and supervised the work. And | always hgdaa confidence and
was advised from man to man from place to place veark was always
carried out so that it was always finished in theead time and the deal
was good, except in Wiforsen where | worked foruah4000 kronor for
nothing.

As in any process or compromise | have had disggisitimes. Engineer

Smitt was not quite normal. My health has alwaysnbgood, and added to
that, in general | have been in a good mood.

48



Gravestone of Alfred Larsson Blomberg, his wifejliammand their sons
Joseph and Nils. Vastra kyrkogarden (West Cemgireiundsvall. Alfred
died May 17 1925 77 years of age. Photo: Anna Pgrsm
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